
Agenda 
City of St. Petersburg 

Youth and Family Services 
Thursday, August 18, 2022 @ 10:30 a.m. 

City Hall – Room 100 
175 Fifth Street North 

 
 
Members: Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Lisa Wheeler-Bowman, Copley Gerdes, 

Richie Floyd 
Alternate:   Lisset Hanewicz  
 
Support Staff: Linnie Randolph, City Council Legislative Aide 
 
 

A. Call to Order and Roll Call  
 

B. Approval of August 18, 2022 Agenda 
 

C. Approval of April 14, 2022 Minutes  
 

D. New Business: 
1. Continued discussion regarding ways in which the City can increase the availability of 

legal representation for tenants, particularly during eviction hearings. 
~ Bradley Tennant, Assistant City Attorney 

 
E. Adjournment 

 

 
 
Next Youth & Family Services Meeting – October 13, 2022 
 



Topic
Return 
Date

Referral 
Date

Prior 
Dates

Referred 
By

Staff Notes

Childhood Homelessness 
Quarterly Report

10/13/2022 1/5/2021
5/06/21
1/28/21

Theresa 
Jones

5/06/21 - 3rd Quarter Report provided by Theresa Jones 
attached to agenda packet
1/28/21 – Quarterly Report given to Committee by April Lott 
LCSW, President and CEO of Directions for Living
12/10/2021 - Quarterly Report received electronically - No 
presentation requested.

Review and Evaluation of 
the Remaining Science 

Center Property for 
Affordable Housing

TBD 8/5/2021 8/19/2021
Deborah 

Figgs-
Sanders

Rob 
Gerdes

8/5/2021 - NBI to move this item from the HLUT committee 
to the Y&FS committee was approved at Council.
8/19/2021 - Item heard at Committee 
                     - Discussion only/No Action

Legal Represenation for 
Tenants

8/18/2022 3/3/2022 4/14/2022 Richie Floyd
Brad 

Tennant

3/3/2022 - NBI approved at Council Meeting for referral to 
Y&FS
4/14/2022 - Committee met to discuss topic.  Will be 
returning for future discussion. 

Updated: August 12, 2022

Youth and Family Services Referral List



St. Petersburg City Council 
Youth and Family Services Report 

Meeting Minutes from April 14 , 2022 
   
Present:  Committee Chair Deborah Figgs-Sanders, Committee Vice-Chair Richie Floyd, Council 

Member Copley Gerdes and Council Member Lisset Hanewicz  
    
Also Present:  Assistant City Attorney Bradley Tennant & Jeannine Williams, City Administrator Robert 

Gerdes, Neighborhood Affairs Director James Corbett, William Pena (Gulf Coast Legal) 
 
 Absent: Council Member Lisa Wheeler-Bowman  
 
Support Staff:  Linnie A. Randolph, City Council Legislative Aide 

 

A. Call to Order & Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 1:45 p.m. 

 
B. Approval of Agenda 

Council Member Copley Gerdes made a motion to approve the April 14, 2022 Agenda. 
Approved by all. 

 
C. Approval of Minutes 

Committee Vice Chair Richie Floyd made a motion to approve the March 10, 2022 minutes.  
Approved by all. 
 

D. New Business 
1. Discussion regarding ways in which the City can increase the availability of legal 

representation for tenants, particularly during evictions hearings. 
Committee Chair Deborah Figgs-Sanders opened the meeting, read the agenda item set to be discussed 
from a new business item submitted by committee vice chair Richie Floyd.  Committee Chair Figgs-
Sanders then introduced assistant city attorney Bradley Tennant.  
 
Mr. Tenant explained that he was there to facilitate a committee discussion to determine ways that the city 
can be of service in assisting landlord and tenant relationships.  
 
Committee Chair Figgs-Sanders then turned the discussion over to Committee Vice-Chair Richie Floyd.  
 
CM Floyd explained that he submitted his new business item requesting a discussion about how we can 
increase the availability of legal representation for tenants, particularly during eviction hearings, he stated 
that he made the topic broad on purpose so that we could talk about how to increase the legal assistance 
for people before they ever get to the point of eviction. The intent is to ensure that no tenant is unable to 
secure legal representation during a dispute with their landlord because of an inability to pay. 
Points of consideration for discussion: 

• Timing relative to the eviction process at which legal services become available for 
landlord-initiated evictions. Options include at the point a late notice is served, or when a 
tenant realizes they may have a financial issue with rent 
• How to provide the service all manners of landlord-tenant disputes 
• Provider of the legal services as well as contours of a potential an agreement between the 
city and the provider 



• Program cost, savings, and funding sources 
• Marketing of the program and requiring legal notice of counsel availability 

 
Assistant City Attorney Bradley Tennant briefly explained the legal review process required in order to 
draft possible legislation for consideration by council.  
 
CM Floyd states that he had a discussion with Neighborhood Affairs Director, James Corbett, about ideas 
on how the city could facilitate this type of a program while partnering with pro-bono law firms to assist 
people of all income levels not just the one under the federal poverty line.  
 
City Administrator Robert Gerdes gave an overview of the processes, challenges and ideas he and staff 
are working thorough to be able to offer assistance with tenant matters. He then directed the comments 
back to Mr. Corbett for additional details.  
 
Neighborhood Affairs Director, James Corbett, stated that he and Mr. Gerdes we're looking at potentially 
allocating a position within neighborhood affairs where an employee would essentially be a liaison or a 
point of contact to let tenants facing eviction or other issues related to tenant rights, know what resources 
are available to them and try to act as a conduit. Mr. Corbett went on to explain the current process and 
funding for working with outside agencies that provide legal services for people with income restrictions.  
 
Assistant City Administrator Bradly Tennant stressed that there are a lot of very specific details in creating 
any kind of program. We would have to sort through and make sure we're in compliance with a wide 
variety of regulations. 
 
CM Floyd introduced Mr. William Pena Wells from Gulf Coast Legal Services and asked him to briefly 
explain the process they have when receiving a request for assistance from a client. Mr. Wells explained 
the process that his firm uses to assist residents in gathering the needed documentation to help with their 
evection notice. CM Floyd then asked if they are seeing an increase in people needing assistance especially 
with housing issues.  Mr. Pena replied. “Yes, absolutely”, he then went on to give some process examples.  
 
Council Member Lisset Hanewicz had a question for Mr. Wells regarding jurisdictions.  CM Hanewicz 
explained how the court system in each county/jurisdiction sets their own processes not a city council or 
municipality.  CM Hanewicz then asked if Mr. Wells was familiar with the Pinellas eviction diversion 
program.  He said he was and that they refer clients to that program when appropriate.  CM Hanewicz 
main concern is a duplication of services already provided as we move forward with any type of assistance 
program.  
 
Council Member Copley Gerdes addressed the committee asking why if we can require the tenant bill of 
rights at the time of a lease signing why can’t we require it to be given again on a three-day notice.  
Assistant City Attorney Tennant replied by saying there was a difference in equities regarding how this is 
done and we're going to have to look at the circumstances because it's general information. In this 
circumstance, it's kind of unclear who exactly we would point somebody at a tenant, for example, to get 
that information.  CM Gerdes clarified that he was speaking of attaching the exact same bill of rights given 
at the beginning of the lease to again be attached to the eviction notice.  CM Gerdes then asked if it was 
possible to hire a consultant to respond to the dedicated phone line instead of a city employee? Mr. Tenant 
said that there are Florida Bar rules for attorneys related to solicitations, referral service and unlicensed 
practice of law. Between those three things you really want to look at and navigate how best to make this 
kind of point of contact.   
 
City Administrator Robert Gerdes interjected by saying that there would be adequate time for Mr. Tenant 
to research all avenues. He stated that admin’s concept would be something as simple as for information 
about eviction diversion, contact this number, and that number would be the employee that we put in 



place. And so it's no direct referral to any agency. It's not going to name any agency. If they call that 
person, then that person can walk them through certain options that they may have.   
 
A conversation regarding the 5-day eviction notice and that not being enough time for the legal process 
with ideas on how to make it more efficient.  The committee also discussed possible ideas on how a city 
contact person would interact with the tenant and how this process could be more proactive.  
 
CM Hanewicz added that its her experience in court that most people do not read the materials presented 
to them in packets.  They have no idea of their rights when they get to the attorney even if they are given 
the tenant rights document.  She then asked Mr. Tenant if there are any preemptive issues.  Mr. Tenant 
stated that the landlord tenant statute is generally not considered preemptive in nature. The same thing is 
true for other statutes. And we can point to some examples of things the court has done, for example, in 
foreclosures, there is mandatory information given alongside a summons that basically does this. 
 
Committee Chair Figgs-Sanders said how can we, as a city, work with preventing homelessness and 
providing that legal presence? She said she looks at it more so over presence than a referral. Ms. Figgs-
Sanders wants to look at options to provide actual legal representation not just a referral. She wants the 
tenant to be accompanied to the hearing.  She stated that most renters know they are going to be evicted 
way before the three-day notice and we need a way to provide assistance before that time.  She also 
requested that our rental assistance program be looked at again for alternate funding options.  Ms. Figgs-
Sanders would also like to know that if the city does appoint a person to this role as a resource to tenants 
what would this person do. She feels that this is a big ask and should be refined more as to what their 
duties and responsibilities are.   
 
Committee Chair Figgs-Sanders asked Committee Vice Chair Floyd if he wanted to bring this back to 
committee for further discussion and where did he anticipate this conversation going.  CM Floyd 
responded that this has two prongs; one, can we expand services for people that currently don't have 
services and two how to we do a better job of marketing the services that already exist for people?  He 
would like to see this start as a universal program available to everyone, but he’d be willing to scale it 
back if the costs were too high.  
 
Assistant City Attorney Tenant addressed a few of CM Floyd’s questions and will assist in answering 
others.  City Administrator Gerdes said he will continue to work with his team on these items and come 
back to a future meeting for additional conversations.   
 
It was determined in the meeting that this item will remain on the referral list for a future discussion and 
another New Business Item would not be necessary.  
 

 With no additional questions or comments Committee Chair Figgs-Sanders called the meeting to a close. 
 

 
E. Adjournment:  2:47 p.m.  



 
 

 

 

August 18, 2022 

 

Youth and Family Services Committee Members, 

Thank you for the thoughtful conversation surrounding the potential implementation of a 

right to counsel (RTC) program in St Petersburg. Since we last spoke, I have conferred with various 

organizations (ACLU, Bay Area Legal Services, Community Law program, Gulf Coast Legal 

Services, National Coalition for a Civil Right to Counsel, and STOUT) on implementation details 

surrounding any potential program. Here are the key takeaways: 

1. According to models provided by STOUT, initial utilization of RTC can be estimated by 

calculating the number of eviction cases NOT lost by default, and then multiplying that by 

the estimated percentage of tenants that accept representation through the program. This 

leads to potentially 382 – 954 cases taken up by RTC in St Petersburg (see attached for 

more info). 

2. Because of state law, the number of defaults in Florida are higher than in many other states, 

leading to a lower number of potential cases for a RTC program to cover, and lower cost 

comparatively. 

3. RTC and preemptive diversion are two separate conversations. The establishment of RTC 

can facilitate the creation of preemptive diversion programs. 

4. RTC includes establishing this right in city code, which comes with legal tradeoffs. 

I believe many other details of implementation are best left to the organization assigned to execute 

the program, as they will be subject matter experts. Additionally, existing legal aid service funding 

will lower initial cost, as many eligible cases are already covered under those programs. Finally, 

annual evaluation and focus on data collection would be a vital part of any potential program.  

 

Sincerely, 

Richie Floyd 

Council Member, District 8 



High Estimate 

 

 

1. Number of Eviction filings in St Petersburg zip codes from April 2020 – April 2022 divided by 2. From the Clerk of Court data. 

2. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

3. Percentage of eligible tenants 

4. Explained in chart 

5. Rough low estimate provided by legal aid groups* 

6. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

7. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

8. Explained in chart 

9. Rough high estimate based off city, program executor, and community group outreach* 

10. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

11. Explained in chart 

*Reflects changed value between both estimates  



Low Estimate 

 

 

1. Number of Eviction filings in St Petersburg zip codes from April 2020 – April 2022 divided by 2. From the Clerk of Court data. 

2. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

3. Percentage of eligible tenants 

4. Explained in chart 

5. Rough high estimate* 

6. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

7. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

8. Explained in chart 

9. Rough low estimate based off city, program executor, and community group outreach* 

10. Estimate based off cities that previously enacted right to counsel programs (provided by STOUT) 

11. Explained in chart 

*Reflects changed value between both estimates 
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